
Bend Pops would like to give a heartfelt thank you to an anonymous donor who 

sponsored a matching grant of up to $5,000, totaling $10,000. We are pleased to 

announce we met our match 100%! The grant will help serve children to rent 

instruments and to pay for lessons that they could not otherwise afford. We are 

excited to be launching this program in the Greater Bend Community. Our 

organization is proud to be able to help the children of our future symphonies. 

Special Thanks 
The Musicians and the Board of Directors of Bend Pops Orchestra 
are keenly aware and very grateful for the contributions from the  

following persons and organizations.  

David and Elizabeth Anderson Jan Reeves 

Judith M. Beram Jen Rusk 

A.B. and R.K. Blackwell Marcia Scheeter  

Jeanne Boswell Angela Schmidling 

J. Fred Chaimson Craig and Anne Swinford 

Bunny Cools Mary Thompson 

Bonnie and Larry Dalton  

Alexa Dellinger Amazon Smile 

Jock and Karen Elliott Backporch Coffee Roasters and Dave Beach 

Laura and Bob Goold Bend Senior Center and Brenda Chilcott 

Thomas and Margaret Gunn Bend-LaPine Schools and  Marta Broberg 

Lisa Hakesley Cascade Arts and Entertainment and Dave Phillips 

Shanti In Cascade Horizon Band and Sue Steiger 

Kathy Kerrins Crook County Historical Society 

Paul and Megan Kissel Just Joe’s Music and Joe Rohrbacher  

David and Janet Kuperstein Kroger  

Sharon Lichti Mt. View High School and Dave Hymans 

Margaret and Thomas Littlehales Oregon Community Foundation 

Salli McDonald Tender Greens and Jessica Wilkinson 

Mark and Beth Mniszewski Trinity Lutheran Music Department and Jon Vevia 

Ann Porter  

There are many behind-the-scenes people Bend Pops would also like to 
thank: Music teachers, school staff members, our Bend Pops members who 
pay the rent as well as practice so many hours and you, our audiences.  This 
combined effort and generosity is what results in the creation and sustenance 
of our Bend Pops Orchestra.   
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Bend Pops Musicians 

    

First Violins Second Violins Violas Cellos 

Lauren Crandon Katie Eberhart Darien Chastain Bunny Cools 

Bonnie Dalton* Barbara Higgins Mary Thompson  Becky Duncan 

Lenore Gilbert Beth Miller  Emily Whitney Carolyn Jones 

Debbie Hosier Randi Potter  Chetty McClean 

Megan Kissel Emily Stewart  Janie Molvar 

Eric Morgan Phyllis Webb  Cassidy Trier 

*Concert Master   Ann Vogel 

    

Flutes Oboe Bass Clarinet  

Lisa Hakesley Don Adams Angela Schmidling  

Jan Reeves Jane Sparks   

 Scott Whitney   

    

    

Clarinet Horn Trumpets Trombone 

Donna Mitchell Melanie Feilzer Dave Brower  Karen Larson  

Matt Mueller Bob Goold Gary Dotson Bob Yetter 

Leslie Parker  Chris Redgrave  

Jim Sellers    

    

Tuba Piano Percussion Visiting  

Bob Yetter Margaret Littlehales Larry Dalton  

  Shanti In   

     

bendpops.org 

541.241.8767 

info@bendpops.org 

http://bendpops.org
mailto:info@bendpops.org


A message from Jessica Wilkinson 

The Artist who designs the Posters and  

Program Cover for the  

Bend Pops Orchestra. 

Jessica is a local farmer and foodie, and she 
is passionate about growing beautiful food 
for our local community. When she is not 
in the garden she is busy creating. From 
painting to sculpting to building, she loves 
working with her hands and making art.  

As the Executive Director, I’m very pleased to welcome you to the new sea-
son with the Bend Pops Orchestra (BPO.) Our 5th year in operation is filled 
with wonderful music and many magical gatherings to remember. This sea-
son, I am pleased to welcome back to the stage our conductor Sam Taylor. 

 

I’m honored to have the opportunity to witness the growth of our orchestra. 
Our members come from Bend and the greater Bend community of Red-
mond and Prineville. This dynamic group of people contribute a wide range 
of talent and enable us to breathe new life into familiar music. 

 

At intermission, please enjoy, homemade baked goods by our musicians and 
coffee donated by Backporch Coffee Roasters. Please, take pictures and vide-
os and share them with us on our social media! 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today and I do hope the concert puts you 
in the holiday spirit! 

 

Megan Kissel 

Message from the Executive Director of the 

Bend Pops Orchestra 

Megan Kissel 

http://www.backporchcoffeeroasters.com/


Sam Taylor 

Conductor 

I come from a long line of musicians, so I had no 
choice in the matter.  I was going to play violin, 
and that was that, young lady!  So I started playing 
violin in 3rd grade, switched to viola in 6th grade, 
and stopped playing part way through high school 
to sing instead.  As I grew older (yes, that even 
happens to string players!) I began playing violin 
again, and haven’t stopped since.  Some of the 
groups I have played in are the Coos Bay Bach 
Festival Orchestra, the Salem Symphony, the Lin-
field College Symphony, the Marylhurst Sympho-
ny, the Cascade Symphony, the Con Cibo String 
Quartet, the East County Community Orchestra, 
and the Mt. Hood Pops Orchestra.  Last year I 
was accepted into the Central Oregon Symphony 
and play in the 2nd violin section.  This is my third 
year as concert master of the Bend Pops Orches-
tra (formerly the Community Orchestra of Central 
Oregon).  I love playing with all the dedicated 
members of this wonderful group of musicians. 

Bonnie Dalton 

Concert Master 

Sam studied violin at the San Francisco Conserv-
atory of Music and later viola, on scholarship, at 
the University of Montana.  After a couple years 
in Montana, Sam traveled to Belgium and audi-
tioned for The Royal Music Conservatory of 
Brussels, Belgium.  After graduation, he played 
in an orchestra in Winterthur, Switzerland for 
thirteen years.  While in Switzerland, Sam found-
ed a music school and community orchestra for 
the town of Steckborn. In 2000 Maestro Taylor 
moved back to the U.S.  He became concertmas-
ter of the Glacier Symphony in Kalispell, Mon-
tana as well as 1st violinist in the Glacier String 
Quartet and music teacher at the North Valley 
Music School in Whitefish.  Sam moved to Bend 
5 years ago and became the very first conductor 
of the newly formed COCO, recently renamed 
Bend Pops Orchestra.  

Christmas Concert presented by the  

Bend Pops Orchestra 

Conducted by Sam Taylor  

 

Jingle Bells Forever (Based on Melodies of Pierpont and Sousa), Composed 
by J. Pierpont and J.P. Sousa, Setting - Robert W. Smith, String Editor - Robert 
D. McCashin  

 

The Christmas Waltz, Words by Sammy Cahn, Music by Jule Styne, Arr. by 
Jerry Brubaker 

 

I’ll Be Bach For Christmas,  Arr. by Michael Hopkins 

 

Do You Hear What I Hear, Words and Music by Noel Regney and Gloria 
Shayne,  Arr. by Matt Riley, Orchestration by Matt Riley and Brian Bunker 

 

There’s Christmas In The Air (Featuring: I’ll Be Home For Christmas, Frosty 
The Snowman, Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas, Santa Claus Is Coming 
To Town), Arr. by Carl Strommen 

 

Intermission 

 

Toccata on “Carol Of The Bells” (For the Plano Symphony Orchestra, Hector 
Guzman, Artistic Director), Composed by David Lovrien 

 

O Holy Night (Cantique De Noel), Composed by Adolphe Charles Adam, 
Scored by Calvin Custer 

 

Celebration (Recorded by Mannheim Steamroller), Composed by Chip Davis, 
Adapted for string orchestra  by Robert Longfield 

 

Brazilian Sleigh Bells, Composed by Percy Faith, Arr. by Lloyd Conley 

 

The Little Drummer Boy, Words and Music by Katherine Davis, Henry Onorati 
and Harry Simeone, Arr. by Bob Cerulli 

 

A Mad Russian’s Christmas, Music by Paul O’Neill, Robert Kinkel and Peter 
Ilych Tchaikovsky, Arr. by Bob Phillips 

 


